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" Done from the French by F.W. bz 


Containing the ſubſtance of what 1s believed by the 
Proteſtant Reformed Churches, touching ſubjeCtion 
unto higher Powers ; together with a Lift of the 
names of the Sentence and condemnation of ſeveral 
Minifters, untodeath,and other penalties; alſo an ac- 
count of ſome Churches Demoliſhed and ſhut up, 
the whole number whereof is computed to be a- 
bout 800, within theſe 20 years laſt paſt, whereby 
may be conjeCtured, the ſtate and growth of the 
Proteſtant Religion in theſe our days. 
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To the Hongnrable He ry, Soviil Eſq; Vice-Chain- 
berlain of His MA ATESTIE J How foold, " _ 


Honoured STI "4p 


"F words arc the Hes of the wind a the 
uſual means whereby Men ditlcover- the 
thoughts of the heart unto each other, and unto; 
the whole World; aay that pleaſe to conſider: 
that moſt Emphartical Sx pegch mide not long f1nce 
by Monſieur Lomb ace” fate of Niſmes in Lan- 
guedoc,- unto His Majeſty, ,* a3 an Expreflion of 
gratitude for his gracious Proclamation, publiſhed 
in favour of the Exiled French Proteſtants: And 
alſo this enſuing Diſcourſe made by Monnſicur, 
Du Bourdieu late of Montpellter, upon another oc-' 
calign will plainly perceive they are both com-' 
poled of nothing,bur ſtrains of gracitude,! oyalcy, 
fi incerity, and Religious obedience,and cannot bur: 
conclude them, and conſequently thole of their 
Church and profeſſion, to be acted and inſpired 
by the ſame ſpirit the Primitive Chriſtians were. 

. » For as thoſe bleſſed Souls of the firſt ages of 
Chriſtianity , ſuffered baniſhment impriſonment, 
the loſs of Goods, Liberty and life it ſelf for the' 
Goſp el ſake;ſoit is : evident theſe Servants of Gd, 


Bae and do. dayly ſuffer, the ſpoiling of heir 


Goods,loſs of Li CR ellos 5s of all that is 
A 2 near 


_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
near and dear unto them, for their Maſter Jeſns- 
and his Fruth ſake, without: the leaſt breach of- 
Loyalty or diſobedience to their Prince. 

But as if theſe Afflictions were not ſufficient,we- 
| frequently ſee and hear of new Edi&ts and ſevere. 
* Laws enacted againſt the ſmall reſidue of theſe - 
Heroick ſufferers that yet remain. in the French- 
Kings Territories ; the Malice of their Fnemies 
threatning: no leſs than an utter extirpation of 
the Proteſtant name and cauſe, unleſs Almighty 
God appear in their defence. 

How can it butgive occaſion of great ſorrow 
to any Chriſtian heart,and draw Tears of Blood 
from all that have any ſenſe of Gods glory or 
Love of true Religion , to ſee Temples and 
Churches Demoliſhed and raſed to the ground 
or deſecrated to Idolatrous Worſhip; Godly Mi- 
niſters, Do&ors,and Paftors,unjuſtly ſilenced,im- 
priſoned, ſentenced and condemned,ſome to ba- 
niſhment,others to Racks and ſeveral ſorts of Tor- 
tures,and to Death it ſelf, ( as by a [ iſt of fome - 
perticulars hererunto annexed doth appear.) And 
many flouriſhing Congregations, where the word 
of God was duly taught,and where the Sacraments 
were rightly adminiſtred, diſperſ'd and ſcatter'd 
abroad, into all parts of the World,whilſt their 
inſulting Enemies ſtand, faying, Where 3s now 
your God, where 1s now your God. 


As 


The ' Epiftle Dedicatory.: 

As this ſmall Treatiſe doth.repreſent the ſpi- 
rit and;temper of: the French Proteſtants,and all 
the Reformed Churches in general, whereby. for 
their conformity unto the Maxims of the holy 
Scriptures, they appear to be bone of our bone,and 
fleſh of our fe ; | amy, E confeſs, grieved to ſee 
chem and their preſent deplorable ſtate ( being 
ſuch conſiderable members-of. Chriſt's body the 
Church, ) looked upon with ſuch unconcerned- 
neſs by a great many «amongſt: us ; yet. I.don'r 
queſtion, with Gods bleſſing,bur ic may ſerye to. 
revive the ancient Sympathy of all true Engliſh 
men and charitable Chriſtians, when they. ſeri- 
ouſly and duly refle& upon their. next Neigh- 
bours and Brethrens afflictions,for the Trath ſake. 

The Reverend Author of this following Diſ-- 
courſe having Dedicated it unto the King's Maje- 
ſty,asa-Specimen of the conſtant Doctrin of the 
French Reformed Churches, I have alſo tn imita- 
tion of him, affumed the boldneſs to lay this im-. 
perfe& reſemblance of it before your Honour, in 
giving unto the World a brief relation. of ſome 
of the many ſad oppreſlions they at preſent tye 
under, whichwould rather require whole Vo- 
lums,than an Epiſtle to deſcribe 3 and I ſpeak the 
freelicr herein,becauſe your Honour perfectly un- 
derſtands theſe matters, having to the honour of 
this Nation, repreſented his Majeſties perſon upon 


the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the Theater where theſe things were tranſated 
ſhewing in the face of . the World, a tmlly  ge+ 
.nerous Engliſhicourage, in defending the Prote- 
ſtant cauſe and Interelt abroad,as your noble Pre- 
decellors;the Loyal andReligious S$ AV LL?S$'did 
here at home,betngchoſen-in a ſpecial manger to 
be of Council and in immediate truſt and-power, 
and neer the perſon af the: admirable and -un- 
daunted Queen Elizabeth, who to'. her immortal 
Honour oppoſcd the tyrannical power and policy 
of Popes and Spaniards,and ſupported-the Prote- 
fant cauſe and intereſt in France, and the Lows» 
countries,to the Glory of God and of this Nation, 
notwithſtanding all publick or private. attempts 
againſt her Royal perſon or Government. 

If any that pleaſe to Read this Paper, ſhall 
cenſure me for being over-tedious , I- miay.an- 
{wer them,that what TI have ſaid is: only a relat; 
ins of what I obſerved in leveral years converſe. 
in the Proteſtant Churches beyond Sea,and in 
ſhewing my deference unto your Tlluſtrious 
Family in general, wiſhing them, and: your 
ſelf in particular, all Happineſs in this World, 
and Eternal Felicity in that which is .to come, 
which is the hearty deſire of T4 2 


Honoured S I R> | - = 
Your Honours moſt Afﬀectionat 6 bumble Servant, 
JO$ WALKER 


wr ee | ET Ee 


The Avithours Epiſtle Dedicatory to 
the KIN G, tranſlated from the 
- French. 


WL Ne. 

N/ Os have bin graciouſly pleaſed to Re- 
'Þ -cerve' mto gour Domimions " eg 
numbers 'of *Proteſtants,who being denied 
the Exerciſe of their Religion in | Trigg 
do.\now_ here enjoy it and live peaceably un- 
der your Majeſties Protettion. But feemg 
their Enemies continue to belch out Slanders 
and Calumnies againſt them in the Land of 
their retirement tt behoves them to uſe ſome 
fit- means whereby your Majeſty may be ful- 
ly informed of their thoughts and Principles. 
eAnd ſeeing I have the honour to be one of 
the number of theſe Exiles, who daily re- 
cerve freſh teſtimones of your Royal favours, 
it 1s very reaſonable ( Sir ) that T ſhould 
publiſh unto the World the opinion of our 


aiſconſolate Churches upon the Doctrin of 
Obedience 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
"Obedience which ought to aw unto 
higher Powers. I have couched it mm this 
Sermon, as T was inſtrutted in my infancy 
and youth,as T ſee it prattis'd by our Congre- 
gations. and aſſemblies, as I have for many 
-JeAYS _ it, as I have read and find it 
eontammed in the Holy p21 ary by con- 
ſequence we hope your Majeſty will continue 
to do us the.right to believe, that we are 
your faithful Servants,that we are ready to 
employ our Lives and Eſtates in your Ma- 
: efie defence. and Service,t hat we continual- 
ly offer up 'our Prayers unto Almighty God 
for your Majeſttes preſervation, for the in- 
creaſe of your glory,and the proſperity of your 
Kingdoms. It is in a apap manner the 


ardent defire of him that ic ,with profoundeſt 
Reſpett, 


STR 

Your MajEsTiEzs 
Melt Humble, moſt Faithful , and 
Obedient Subject and Servant, 
Iſaac du Bourdieu. 
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Romans, 13. ver. 1. 


Let every Soul be Subjett unto the higher 
Powers. For there is no Power but of 
God ; the Powers that be are ordained 


of God. 
War WF/7 His is a day of publick rejoycing : 
e It 15 the Birth-day of the beſt, the 
PR moſt Chriſtian, and molt merciful 
«AA of Kings: Tt is the day of the Re- 
{tauration of a Monarch, who is the 
Sanctuary of the oppreſſed, and the 
refuge of the perſecuted: This vc- 
ry day (if it may be foſaid ) was made happy by his 
firſt appearing in the World, and by his reappearing 
Upo!2 


mto King s and Majeftrates. 

upon the Throne. This SUN was fora time Eclypſed 
by the interpoſition of a Malevolent Planet, or en- 
eompaſsd round with a black and hideous Cloud ; but 
Divine Providence having ſcattered the Cloud and 
caus'd the Comet to diſappear, this bright Star did, 
to the delight of all, ſhed abroad the bright Beams.of 
his Wiſdom , Goodneſs, and Generolity, and: of all 
vertues, Chriſtian., Moral,. and Political. Rejcyce 
© Iles, Seas, Cities, Fields, Rivers, Mountains, and 
Vallies, behold your David, who having binexiled in 
the Wilderneſs and among(tthe Philiſtians, is return'd 
in peace unto the Throne of his Fathers. And you 
Chriſtians, who. after ſuifering the ſharp ſtorms of 
Perſecution, do-find the benefit of a {ate Harbour, and' 
enjoy with as much eaſe and pleaſure the favours of 
this glorious Prince, as it you found the contentments 
of your own. native. Country within his Dominions 
return thanks unto God with the voice of Triumph 
for ſo happy a- Birth, and for ſo glorious a Reſtaura- 
tion. This joy ſhould be accompany'd with intire 
obedience and - perfe& ſubmifſion. unto his Majeſties 
commands : And: that you may-the better underſtand 
the extent of theſe Duties, we will,- by Gods afliftance. 
explain theſe words of St. Paul ; Let every Sort be [ub- 
ject unto the higher Powers, for there is no Power but 
of God ;, the Powers that be are ordained of God. 

The Apoſtle in the foregoing Chapter,. having ex- 
plained the Duties of Chriſtian: Morality,. he: teacheth 
in this, the Duttes of Chriſtian Policie. IT hefe Du- 
ties are of rwo ſorts; The former regards. the higher 
Powers ; the other regards particular perſons. The A- 
poltle afterwards ſhews the right which each particu. 
lar perſon ought to render unto another. He begins 
with the firſt, by ſhewing the Duties belonging unto 
Superiour Powers, laying. Let every Soul be ſubjet 


Hato 


A Diſcourſe of Obedience 
unto the higher Powers, for there is n9 Power but of God 
the powers that be are ordained. of God. 

St. Paul had ſeveral reaſons for commanding ſub- 
jection unto Sovereigns. In the firſt place, he knew 
very well that the Enemies of Chriſtians, under pre- 
rence that they went about to. eſtabliſh the ſpiritual 


reign of Jeſus Chriſt, accuſed them of refuſing to. 


give obedience to the Emperonrs commands, and. of 


owning another King in the World beſides Ceſar. It 1g, ;,. 


is the formal accuſation which the Jews of Zheſſalo- 


nica bring againſt St. Paul. Therefore the Apoſtle 


would remove. this falſe: calumaie 1n diſcourfing fully 
of the obedience. which we owe: unto the higher 
Powers. 

He knew that the greateſt part of the Apoſtles. 
were of Gal;lee, and: that the Galleans. were become 
infamous at Rome by reaſon. of their ſeditious and fre- 
quent Rebellions, becauſe: Judas of Galilean, who had 
gather'd a great Army, and cauſed much trouble un- 
to the Romans, was a Galilean. Therefore the A+ 
poſtle would remove all prejudices which might be 
entertain'd againſt the Chriſtian Religion,by command- 
ing Chriſtians ſo ſtriftly to be ſubjet unto the higher Pow. 
ers, Moreover the Jews had an averſion unto the Ro- 
man name, they could not endure the Yoke of the 
Government of the Ceſars; they revolted upon all oc- 
caſions. St. Paul, knowing that ſome of the believers, 
who had embraced the Goſpel, were of the Jewiſh 
Nation, the better to wean and draw them from the 
ſtubbornneſs they might till retain, doth, with ſo 
much diligence and labour, explain che ſubmiſſion 
which we owe unto ſ{uperiours, beginning with theſe 
words, Let every Soul be ſubjett unto the higher Pow- 
ers, for there'is no Power but of God; the Powers that be 
are ordained of Gad, 

B 2 In 


Eph, 1. | 


Collof. I. 


Ot. Peter, 
1. Chap. 5. 


St. Luke, 


chap. 4. 


Unto King's and Mageſtrates 

In theſe words we will examine fr the Apoſtles 
Command ; and then the Reaſons of this Command. 

The Apoltles Command is exprelſs'd in thele words, 
Let every Soul te ſubject unto the higher Powers. In 
this Command, let us, 1n the fir place, conſider who 
theſe higher Powers are ; Secondly, what the {ubjeftion 
is which is .due unto them; And Thzrdly, the perſons 
who are thereunto obliged. 

The word which we have tranflated Powers, is of- 
ten uſed in the Scriptures to fignitie Arzgels. So St. 
Paul ſpeaks to. the Epheſians, Zhat Jeſus Chriſt was 
raiſed above all Principalities aud Powers. And to the 
Colloſſians, .7 hat F:ſus Chriſt. mad? all things, viſible 


and inviſible, Thrones, Dominions, Principalities and: 


Powers. And St. Peter, That Angels Principalities,and 
Powers were made ſubjett unto Jeſus Chriſt. But this 
term is alſo uſed in the Scriptures to repreſent Earth- 
ly Powers, as when Jeſus Chriſt ſaith unto his Diſci- 
ples, That they ſhall be bronght into Synagognes, and 
befor: Magiſtrates and Powers. St. Pant gives us no 


cauſe of doubting, whether he takes the word Powers 


in our:Text, in any other ſenſe , becaule he gives the 
title of Prizces unto theſe higher Powers; that he 
ſaith, God hath put the Sword into their hand, for the 
puniſhing of the wicked, and in commanding that 
Tribute ſhould be pay*d unto them. The higher Pow- 
ers of the Earth:are of two' arts, . Sovereia, or S1b- 
ordinate , or Superionr , and- Iaferiowr. The Apoſtle 
doth not now ſpeak of Subordizate Powers, not but 
that we ſhould give them” obedience, but ſeeing we 


are to give this obedience urto Magittrates,as they are 
Lieutenants and Vice-gerents' of the Prince, as they- 
repreſent his perſon and execute his comimanas ; as- 


they judge in his name, and ſhine with his Luftre,as 
lo many Stars which derive theirlight from the Sun, 
the 
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A Diſcovrſe of Obedience 


the obedience we give unto them, is the ſame which 
we are to give unto Sovereign Princes. Therefore 
St Pal contents himſelf, -in bidding us be Szbjec? un- 
to the higher Poivers, that is, unto Sovereign Pow- 

ers. The word in the originial ſignifies the Powers 
which 'are Eminent and Supreme. So it is, this 
term was uſed by a Philoſopher, to repreſent the firſt 
cauſe, and SOVEre1gn of the Worid. And I make no 
doubt but tis in this ſenſe Sr. Pau! took this word in 
his Epiſtle to 7:mothy, when he commands us zo pray 
for Kings, and for all thoſe that are in Authority, that 
is; the Sovereign Magiſtrates in Common wealths. St. 
Peter removes -all difficulty from our underſtanding 
of this term, whilſt he ſays, /»b-ir your ſelves toevery 
ordinance of man, whether it be to the King as ſupremr, 

When he {aith the Ring is ſupreme, 
he aſeth the, manner of ſpeaking in our Text ; ; where 
it is ſaid, Let every Soul be ſubj. &® unto the higher Powers. 
He ſpeaks i in general of hizh:r Powers, becauſe there 
be ſeveral kinds of higher' Powers. 
chies, there are Common wealths,there be Kings who 
Reign by right of birth, and others s by right of EleCti- 
on, and others by what they call right of Conqueſt. 

And amongl[t Republicks, there be Ariſtocracies, and 
Democracies, of whatever ſort the Powers be; they 
mult be obeyed. Let every Soul be ſubject unto the 
higher Powers, 

This ſubjeRtion hath ſeveral parts ; The Firf 
conſent of the heart and re ſignation of the Soul. Where- 
by the authority of the Sovereign is owned to be juſt and 
lawful ; Eor fecing he is the molt glorious produttion 
of- Divine wiſdom, the moſt exact reſemblance of Gods 
greatneſs, a! Star enlightned with the beams of his 
Maje! (ty, which 1n ſome ſort makes the Divinity be- ' 
come viſible unto us, according unto that which is 


teſtified 


i the 


Simplicius, 


Tim. 1; 
chap. KC 


There be Monar- 


-#1to King's and Majeſtrates. 


teſtified by the Pſalmilt, I have ſaid y2 are Gods ; who 
dare refule acknowledging this Sovereign Allthori- 


tveo 


The Second part of this ſubjeFion is Love. For the 
Prince being the Image of God, ( as hath been ſhew- 
ed ) the ſame reaſon that obliges us to Love God with 
all our heart, with all our Soul, and: with all our 
Might, oblige:h us to Love the reſemblance wherein 


we ſee his perfeCtions- to ſhine. Who is there that 
would not Love this Sun, which always conveys unto: 


us his bright beams and comfortable influences ? Who 
can forbear to Love this glorious Conduit whereby 


God is pleaſed. todiſtzs| and communicate unto men his 


manyfold Bleſſings ? 

The Third part of this ſubjettion is Fear. For we 
ſhould fear the Prince, ſeeing he 1s inveſted withthe 
beams of Divinity, and that the King of Kings hath 
put the Sword into his hand for the puniſhing of evil- 
doers. We ſhould never think of him without a pro- 


found reſpett; we ſhould never ſpeak of him, but 


with ſingular reverence. 
| The Fourth part of this SubjeiFion is Obedience. The 


-King is the Law-maker and Judge cf his People ; the 


power of adminiſtring the Laws, and of doing Juſtice 
are united unto the Royalty : Therefore, in the Scrip- 
tures, to Judge and to Reign is but one thing: If 
Magiſtrats make Laws and do Juſtice, it is becauſe the 
Prince hath communicated unto them ſome beams of 
his Majeſty, that they do repreſent his perſon. This 


obedience ſhould be free,the Heart ſhould obey as well 


as the oy; there ought to be a free and willing 0- 
bedience, knowing that it is acceptable and well-plea- 


ſing unto Ged, Therefore it is that the Apoſtle com- 
-mands us in this Chapter to give this obedience, not 
.only for fear, but allo for conſcience [ake. 


The 
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A Diſcourſe of Obedience 


The Fifth pert of this ſubjettion is the paying Tri- 
bute. It was.upon this account Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, Give 
unto Ceſar the things which are Caeſars ; and St. Paul 
in this:Chapter, Rexader therefore unto all their Dues : 
Tribute. to whom Tribute is due , Cuffom to whom Cuſtom. 
The Prince is .conftrained to be at great expence for 


ſupport . of his grandeur and of his Armies, and to 


recompenee the ſervices of his good Subjets. And 
ſhould not his ſubjefts willingly contribute thereunto 
what they are able ? They are not only obliged to em- 
ploy there goods, but their blood and life alſo, for 
the ſervice of their Prince. 

But ſome queſtions are asked touching the ſubjeCti- 
on which is to be given unto the higher Powers. 

In the Fir place, It 1s demanded, whether we are: 
obliged to give obedience untoa Pagan or Mahumetan 
Prince, unto a Prince of a falſe Religion? I anſwer ; 
If this misfortune ſhould happen, we are obliged to 
obey him. Thus the Prophet Jeremiah exhorted the 
Inhabitants of Jeru/alem to obey the King of Babi/o, 
who. was an Idolater ; Thus Ezekie/, Daniel, Eſdras, 
Nehemiah, Zachary, Zephaniah, Malachy, obeyed, and 
exhorted: the People to obey the Kings of the Chaldears, 
the Medes, and Perſians. The Roman Emperors were 


generally [dolaters until Conſtantine the Great, yet the. 


Chriſtiains always faithfully ſerved them. Our Text 


doth clearly decide the queſtion. When St. Paul 


wrote to the Romans, Nero ſat on the Throne, he was 
one of the worſt of Idolatrous Princes, yet St Paul 
commands,. 7 hat every Soul ſhould be ſubjeft unto the- 
higher Powers. 

Secondly, Tt is demanded whether we ijhould give 
obedience unto a Prince, when he becomes cruel and 
Tyrannical? I anſwer ; That he 1s to be obey'd, be- 
cauſe the Prince.1s not to be accountable for his _ | 

| ut 


linto Kings and Mageſtrates. 


but unto God only. So the Jews obeyed Manaſſes, 
whole Tyranny was fo great, that he cauſed ſtreams 
of blood to run in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem. Nebu- 
c-:dzezzir had turn'd the City and Temple of Feru/alcmz 
into heaps of Aſhes, and led away the Inhabitants into 
captivity.Nevertheleſs the Prophets did command the 
people to obey him. "The Primitive Chriſtians yield- 
ed due obedience unto the Domitians, the Commoans's ; 


unto 42:{/-- abalus, &c. and Hiſtory gives them this 


7] eftimony, that they never were found concern'd in 


-any of the Plots made againſt thele Tyrants. Our 


Text, again, clearly decides this matter, when St. Paul 
wrote to the Romans, Nero that Monſter of nature, 
the moſt inhuman of all 'Tyrants ruled the Empire, 
nevertheleſs, the Apoſtle ſaith, Left every Soul be [ub- 


jeff unto the higher Powers. 


[5ir4/5, Tt is demanded whether Obedience ſhould 


be given to a Prince, when he becomes a perſecutor ? 


I anſwer ; That he ought to be o>eyed ; The Primi- 


tive Chriſtians gave faithful obedience unto a Dams: 


tian, a Trajen, a Severns, a Decius, a Dicileſian, a 


DTtximinian, a Galerins, a4 Liciatus, unto all theſe 1m- 


placable Enemies, unto all theſe bloody perſecutors'of 
Chriſtians. And it ought not be ſaid inanſwer here- 
unto, that they could not free themſelves from the 
Yoke of their Bondage, for, in the time of the Em- 
peror D/oclcſian, three parts of the Empire were Chri- 
itans. Had they been ated by the Spirit of Rehel- 
Hon,they cou'd eaſily have ſhaken off the Yoke,and maſt- 
er'd the Emperor and the whoie Empire, but. our Text 
azain clearly decides the matter. Nero was one of 
the cruetleſt perſecutors in the World. . He cauſed the 
City to be fird in ſeveral places at once, that the 
Chriſtians might be accuſed of it. And thereupon 
to be expoſed unto all ſorts of torments ; he cauſed 
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a Chriſtian to be, wrapped up alive tn Sear-cloath, Wax, 
* Tallow, Pitch, and other combuſtible matter, : that 
the poor Martyr might ſerve for a Flambeau, and ſo 
be conſum'd by little and little ; nevertheleſs N-ro 
was Emperor when St. Paul wrote his Epiſtle to the 

Romans: Let every Soul be ſubje& to the higher Powers. 
If the Prince becomes a Perſecutor, the Chriftian has 
no other remedy, but flight or Martyrdom ; he ſhould 
give glory to God by his patience, and immoyable 

erſeverance ; he ſhould generouſly ſeal the. Goſpel of 

hriſt with his Blood : Here is the Patience of the 
Saints. 

In the Foxrth place, It is demanded whether an 
Hz#retical Prince ought to be obeyed ? I anſwer in the 
affirmative ; for if we are not permitted to Rebel a- 
gone a Prince, that is an Idolater, a Tyrant, a Per- 
ecutor ; neither are we permitted to Rebel againſt a 
Prince that is an Heretick. The primitive Chriſtians 
have conſtantly vindiCtated the truth of this aſſertion 
by their example and practice. When Conſtantires be- 
came Arian, there enſued no Revolt in any of the Im- 
perial Provinces about matters of Religion. The Em- 
perour YValens was not only an Arian, bur alſo one of 
the cruelleſt Perſecutors that ever was. It had been 
no difficult matter for the Orthodox to have freed them- 
{elves from the Yoke of this Hzretical Prince ; but 
they choſe rather to ſuffer the moſt barbarous inhu- 
manities, than to nd go their holy Faith, and Pro- 
feſſion by being guilty of the leaſt Inſurretions. Here 
alſo is to be ſeen the Patience of the Saints. 

In the Fifth p/ace, It is demanded whether a Prince 
ſhould be obeyed when he commands things contrary 
unto the Ordinances of God ? I anſwer with the A- 
poſtles, That then it is better LY obey Goa than _ 

] 


Chap. 46. 
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If a Father commands his Son to kill or to Steal,the Son: 
ought to-an{wer with reſpect; Godis your Father and 
mine, He hatlr forbidden me to commit thefe Sins, 
it is better to-obey God than M:n., If a Maſter com- 
mands his Servant to commit Murder, or to bear falſe 
witneſs; He ihould anſwer with Huwilitie; God is 
our com non Maſter ; I is better to obey God than Man. 
If the Governour of a Province ſhould perſwade us 
to Rebel, we ought to anſwer him, God and my con- 
ſcience hath engaged me in the ſervice of my Prince, 
and you have no power to command me any farther ' 
than the Prince has entruſted you. If the Prince com- 
mands Men to Worſhip Images, to adore the Saints, 
to kneel down before the Hoſt, we muſt generouſly 
anſwer, [+ is better to-obey God rath:y than Man But this 
denial ſhou'd be made with mildneſs and reverence, 
without denying the reſpe& due unto the Majeſty of 
the Prince. Here a!ſo is ſeen the patience of Saints. 

This obedience ſhoul] be given unto Princes by all 
forts of perſons without exception ; for the Apoſtle 
faith, Let every Soul be ſubjet unto the bigher Powers. 
Every Soul ſignifies every perſon, by a manner of 
ſpeech borrowedof the H-brews; as when it is ſaid in 
Genelis, that ſixty. Souls went down with Jacob into 
Egypt. Every body ſhould be ſubje& unto the higher 
powers, whither Apoſtle or Prophet, whether Pottor, 
or Pope; or Cardinal, whither Arch-biſhop or Biſhops. 
There-be a great many in the Church: of Rowe that 
would be exempted from: this ſibjeCtion. 

The Pope of Rom? pretends to be: greater than the 
Kings and Emperours of the Earth, and boaſt that he 
has Autho-ity and power to depoſe them from their 
Thrones, and to abſolve their ſabjefts from the Oaths 
of fiee:ty, which they have taken, and diſpole their 
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Kingdoms. at pleaſure, - The Cardinals, Arch-biſhops, 
Biſhops, Priett, Friars, are engaged by Oaths to be 
true unto their Pope. A ſtrange preſumption, that 
the Pope with his ſpirit of Rebellion, ſhould dare to 
pretend to the quality of St. Peters Succeſſor, where- 
as St. Peter ſo carefully commands Ven to obey Kings, 
and Governours ; that che ſhould dare to allume the 
quality of Succeſſor unto St. Paul, who ſays in our 
Text, Let every Soul be ſubjeit unty the higher Powers. 
St. Paul took pleaſure in this kind of expreſſion, which 
was after the manner of the Hebrews, in ſaying, Let 
every Soul be ſubjeft, To inform us, That the obedi- 
ence werender unto Sovereigns, ſhould be with heart 
and Soul, That we ſhould not only be ſubjeCt in body, 
but with our Soul alſo. The reaſon by which St. Paul 
Proves that we ſhould obey higher Powers, is ſhewed 
in theſe words, for there is no Power but of God, the 
Powers that are, are ordained of God, Where the A- 
ſle informs us, in the Firſt place, That there is 
n9 Power but of God.Secondly, 7 hat the Powers that be,are 

ordained of God. 
' The Powers that be are ordainetl of Grod, ordering 
and diſpoſing-all things by the courſe of his Provi- 
dence ; for whether Princes. Reign by Succeſſion, by 
right of Election, or by the Title of Conquelt, it is 
fill God that doth eſtabliſh them. ' {7 is by me Kings 
Reign, and Princes decree Tudgment,Jaith Wiſdom. St. 
Paul then doth undoubtedly mean, the infinice Pro- 
vidence of God, which holds and governs the Helm 
of the Univerſe, who ſteers all Events in the whole 
World, who cauſeth all inſtruments to work, and di- 
reQs all things by ways inviſible unto us, unto the 
ſeveral ends whereunto he appoints them. Tr is rhis 
Providence which caſteth down Crowns, and daſheth 
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Scepters to.peeces, which ſubverteth Thrones in his diſ- 
pleaſure ; Ir is alſo this ſame Providence which raiſeth. 
up Thrones, which ſetteth the Crown upon the head, 
and puts the Scepter into the hand, for there is no Pow- 
&r but of God. 

There are T hree principal works of the Divinity ; Na- 
ture, Mankind, and the Church. God has given unto 
Nature the SUIN, which is as it were her King and 
Bridegroom, to {peak with the Royal Prophet ; for the 
SUN doth communicate unto her, its light and influ» 
ences, filling her with gladneſs by its approaches, and 
overcaſting her with ſadneſs by its retirement ; giv- 
ing her vertue by its efficacy, whither it moves it {ell 
about the other Spheres, or that the other Spheres 
and Planets in them move about jt: As for the Church, 
God hath appointed for Her guids and conductors ; the 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the Mi- 
wiſtry, fer the Edifying the body of Chrip. As for Man- 
kind, God hath given Men, Kings, and other Superiour 
powers, to Govern them, and to procure them peace 
ard':ranquillity ; herein God hath expreſſed his ſingular 
Loveand careof Mankind. Alſo St. Paul writing unto 
Tirns, aſcribes unto God Philanthropie, that is to fay, 
the Love of Ven. | 

In the firſt ages « f the World, there were :noother 
Sovereigns but the Fathers of Families, becauſe the cor- 
ruptian of humane nature. had not yet manifeſted it 
ſelf; but after this corruption had broke its bounds 
and overſpread us banks, it was requiſite the Provi- 
dence of God ſhould erett Kings and Powers to- ſtop 
the inundation of human pride, Alaſs ! what would 
the Seciety of Mankind be, without the Authority of 
S.pzrigar Powers ? it would. be little better than: the 
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Soctety of Thieves,” and Robbers, of Bears and Lyons, 
of Tygers, and the moſt {ſavage Beaſts. Seeing then 
God hath been pleaſed to eſtabliſh Principalities and 
Powers, only for the benefit of human Society, ought 
not every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Powers ? 

The [tle adds, That 4 powers that be are ordain- 
ed of Goa, The Powers that be, that is to ſay, lawful 
Powers, for 10 the word imports in the original, in 
the pureſt and moſt elegant Greek Authors. Thus 
P/zto doth call a Lawful Authority, az Authority that 
Subſips, And Sophoctes calls Lawtul Powers, the Pow- 
ers that be,' And pol 14 owny calls that Slavery,which 
is Legal Slavery, .and tbat a Diſcourſe, which isa juſt 
Diſcourſe. , And Deaogfiyency calls frivolous unlawful 
things, things of nought. $0 theſe words of St. Paul, 
the Powers that be are ordained of God, do import, that 
Lawful- Powers, are. ordaingd- of God, The powers 
that are not lawful, as the power of Robbers, and the 
power of Uſurpers, are ordained by Divels, and God 
18 his diſpleaſure, permits them as. Plagues, Thunder 
and Lightning,.to puniſhthe inſolence and ingratitude 
of a Nation. .Byt lawful Powers ere ordained of God. 
The Devilwho was a Liar from the beginning,and the 
Fatherof Lies, in the Hiſtory of the Temptation,ſhew- 
ing unto: Feſus Chriſt, the Kingdoms of the World and 
their glory, ſaid, all this power will I give theeand ,, , 
the glary of them, tor that is delivered unto me, and Chup, ,.' 
to whomſoever I will I giveit: O Sovereign powers 
of the World, how great wrong doth this infolent 
creature do you? it iS from God alone that youderive 
your authority, it is unto God only that you muſt 
givean accqunt. We oppoſe unto the Devils falſhood, 
the teſtimony: of him who is the truth it {elf, ſayin 


unto Pate, thou couldfi have no power at all againit St, Fobs, 
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- me except it were given thee, from above. Again we 
oppole unto this horrible'Lye, the teſtimony of St. Pau. 
the Powers that be, are ordained of God. 

From this ſaying of the Apoſtle, we conclude with 
him, hat he who reſiſtketh the Powers, reſiſteth the Oras- 
»axce of Gol, and by reſiſting, he draweth damnation 
cn himflf. Beloved Brethren, if God in his diſplea- 
ſure had ſet over us an Idolatrous Prince, a Tyrant, 
Perſecutor, or. Hzretick, we had been obliged hearti- 
1y to ſubmit unto his Government, as hath been clearly 
proved unto you. Therefore with what pleaſure and 
"readine!s ought we to/ſubmit ourſelves, unto the Au- 
thority of a Chriſtian Monarch, very merciful and 
very Orthodox; and to deteſt all Seditions which may 
be formed againſt his Vajeſty, as ſo many Diabolical 
attempts, and as ſo many productions of the nether- 
"not Hell; and ſuch horrible crimes, as will kindte 
"Gods wrath, and draw down his Judgments, Let us 
hearri'y ſubmit unto the Authority of the Lords an- 
ointed ; Let-us Love and Honour a Prince . who is the 
Tather of his People, witha perfeCt Love; who watch- 
eh, with ſo much diligence : for the good and ſafety 
of his Subjefts, who preſerves Peace in. his Realms 
( which 1s the chiefelt blefing of Heaven) whilſt 
the greateſt part of E -rop? 1# burning with the flame 
of War. Let us Love a Prince that hath received us 
as it were into his Afms, who is our ſapport, our 
refuge, and place of defence. Let us fear a Prince 
who bears the Image: of the living God, who is 
cioathed with the Beams of the Vajeſty of the moſt 
Hizh, whom the, Heavens have, Armed with weap- 
013 thr the puniſhing of evil-doers...” Let ns obey a 

- Priace that commands us with ſo much Lenity and 
mildaels,” that terxcherh the Will cz'Cod unto Man- 


kind. 
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kind; - Let us eſteem it our Glory to employ our E: 
ſtates, and to-ſhed our blood: for . his ſervice, ſeeing 
we are the Subjets, that have 1o great obligation 
unto him. Let us be examples: of fidelity and fſub- 
jechion unto our Sovereign, let us pay this ſubjeCti- 
on with the greateſt acknowledgment towards God, 
who was graciouſly pleaſed to honour us with his pro-: 
tection. | 

What happy change, O Chriſtians do we behold! 
Not long ago we ſaw our Churches demoliſhed, or 
deſecreated, unto Superſtition, our Paſtors filencgd 
or baniſhed, our moſt flouriſhing Aﬀemblies diſperſed, 
our Enemies were our Judges ; we were 1n continu- 
al dangers and fears that our Children might vio- 
lently be taken away from us and be deſecrated unto 
Idols. There were perpetually malicious Forgeriesand 
calumnies laid to our charge ; we trembledat che ſound 
of every Bell, leſt it might prove our paſſing -7ell ; 
we ran the hazard of our Lives if we refuſed to fro-- 
ſtrate our ſelves before that which we believed to be 
but Bread. For ourlife,was it not worſe than Death it 
ſelf ? but God was pleaſed in mercy to deliver us from 
theſe oppreſſions. We are not now in fear either of 
our Churches , or of onr Paſtors,. or of our Flock, 
or of our Children, Wr of our goods, or of our fafery 
and life. We do with all freedom and Liberty. hear 
and enjoy the Word of God. We ſerve him with 
purity of conſcience, without any fear of Enemies. 
We live under a Prince which every day makes us 
feel the Effects of His Royal goodneſs. Let us ther- 
fore give thanks unto God with all our ſtrength for 
fo happy a change. Let us never forget the favours 
we have received from ſo gracious a Monarch. Let- 


us beſeech Almighty God to. continue him many years 
Ws 
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in peace and ſafety unto his ſubjeCts ; That God would 
be pleas'd to preſerve him. from. all Mackinations 


| both of men and Devils; that he would- give him 


an obedient People. and faithful Counſellors ; 
That he would bleſs His Sacred Perſon, the Queens 
Majeſty , the Duke, of TNork. And let us fend from 


. our. hearts: theſe ſincere. and ardent wiſhes, Lex the 
King live ; Let the King live ; Let the King live.Amen. 
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of the underwriten Miniſters, with their 
Sentence and NNE ry J Unc, 2 L « 


1694+ . Je vi Fi. 63% 
In the Laer Lange 


Y 


Bo. Fonſeur FCA 
Laxcaila, Dr. Vienoles, 3001. , Srila hx years, 


; to;continue hs x CC- 
Lows magues , gl 309 Find, {i lenced 


. foÞ over; theſame relidenc 
Maſilorazues, Monfieur Moudewes. 300 1. Fine, ſilenced 
for ever, and the Province for five.years. 


St. Fahy D' agauſe, Monliepp put x Fine, 


ears,; £9 continue h 
con an Pe eerSs 39,0 Benoves, 3 ©. [. Fine, ſilenced for | G- 
— the ſame - ace. waa 
ergeze, Moafigur en: 
Bernis,, Monligus Roxters Aiſnilled. 
Bras voiſin, Monſieur rchand, the ſame. 
fone: Monſieur, Conſtantine, the ſlams. - 
ul ſon, Monſfteur Bruguier, the ſame. FE Þ 
Monepellions Manſicur, Gawtier, the ſame. 
Nages, Monſieur Grizors, Ln ſame. 
n 


In the Ceveres, at Sizore, and Devry, July, 3 1684. 


Vieuan Monſieur Roſſel Seniour, Fined 10col. Zoxr.and 


to be broken alive upon the wheel. .. 

V-ſe, Monſienr Roſſe! Juniour, to be' hang'd? the 
Church Demolliſfd, abſent. _ 

Moulieres, Monfieur Bartholmey, x00. [. Fine, ſilenced 
three years, the Church Demolli 


Symenes, Manlieur Barthol, A the Church 
'to be *Demoliſhed:-. 


Mondegout, V. onlieur De Confiiiho be hang's, ablent. _ 

St. Eaurans le Majeur, Monſieur Peſtoly, 200 | Fine, 
ſilenced for ever. 

Monblet, Monſieur De Ts Rowp gette, to bebroken upert 

the \rheel, the Thurch: ifhrd, adſent - - 

Croſs, Monſieur R»bert, the CHiirch to'be pull'd dewn, 


St. Roman, Monſieur Teiffier, ro be hang'd, the Churely 
depending at Law , abſent. 


Callognac, Monlieur F eſquer,'a Warrant bo ſeize hisbo- 
dy, the Ctnirch to be Taſed.'” 


Soudoxgeas, Moaſieur De Orvitut the Church proſecut- 
edat Law. 


St, . Fohn, M Feur Conbes, difaiſſed LL 
St. Privat; ini D'Autny, tobe Ha! 6) jm 
St. Mertiy: Monſi Igur Poreer: get, (7 þeH 


St. Hipalire, Mor cur GrnkitP to pea afens. 

Merivis, N.onfteur Condere, difeni gs vt 

Canaule, Monſieur Boyer, to& Yechan 2 Pigbſent. - kh, 

Ponpidon, Monkenr D* Applly, a a Wart tO. ſole his 
perſon. ** DOSES 


St. Andrew, Monſieur Pagefſ,” Stderg' to give daily 
attendance. BN 


vt. German, Monſitur Dye Croſſe, the ſaine. 


$ | 


Barthe, 


Barthe, —_— Mozze, the ſame, but ſuffer'd togo- 
preac 

St. Paul de Is Coſte, Monſieur D*Olympe, to be broken 
on the Rack, abſent. 

Coller, Dr. De Ia Porte, to be broken on the wheel, 
abſent. 

Ajgremont, Monſieur Aftrue, to be hang'd, abſent. 

Genoulhac, Monſieur Durant, a Warrant to-apprehend: 
his body. 

Ales, Monlieur Bouſore Senior, order'U to. a perſonal 
attendance, but ſent to. preach. 


The names of ſome of the principal Churches De- 
moliſh*d, and ſhut up. 


Montpellier. 

Montauban. 

Xaintes. 

Rochell. 

The Calledge- or Academy at Seday.. 

ers. 

Vittry, mn Brittany. 

Alongon in Normanay. 

To the number of about 800. i all.. 

The names.of many other Miniſters, and Churches 
might here be-inſerted, with the unparalleld op- 
prefſions, now uſed againſt Proteſtants in France, 
but omitted far brevity ſake. 


FINES. 
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